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After the Islamic Revolution, in 1981, twelve institutions in various disciplines of the humanities, including 

the Iranian Institute of Philosophy and Hikmat, the Foundation of Shahnameh of Ferdowsi, the Iranian 

Cultural Foundation, the Iranian Foundation of Culture and Arts, the Institute for Communication and 

Development, the Institute for Humanities, the Iranian Academy of Literature and Arts, the Iranian 

Academy of Language, the Iranian Academy of Science, Asia's Cultural Documents Center, the Iranian 

Center for Historical Research, and the Iranian Centre for the Study of Cultures, were merged into a new 

institute, the Center for Cultural Research and Studies, which was affiliated to the Ministry of Culture and 

Higher Education. In 1990, following organizational changes, the Council for Extending Higher Education 

changed this center into a research institute. The organizational structure of this institute was finally 

approved by the Organization for Administrative and Employment Affairs in June 1993. In 1994, the 

Supreme Council of the Research Center, giving prominence to humanities in research studies, named this 

institute «the Institute for Humanities and Cultural Studies», which was approved by the Council for 

Extending Higher Education. Following the approval of the law of organizing boards of trustees in the 

Ministry of Higher Education and the formation of the board of trustees of universities and research 

centers in 1992, the Institute became a member of the Board of Trustees of Tehran's fourth district. Since 

then, all of the affairs of this institute have been carried out under the supervision and direction of the 

board of trustees. The Institute is a research institute, mainly responsible for performing research in 

humanities – literature, Linguistics, Social Sciences, History, Philosophy, Law, Religion, Quranic Studies, 

Theosophy, Comparative Economics, Political Science 
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